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Introduction:

Who needs grace unless they are under the Law?

We ’re under grace now, we re not under the Law.' This nonsense
statement is spewed out only too often in the Christian church. It is
typically accompanied by a recitation of misapplied New Testament verses
that appear to dismiss the Law God gave to Moses. One thing is sure.
Anyone who makes this statement has no understanding of grace, the Law,
the New Testament, or Scripture. An unbiased reading of Scripture will
determine that “Law versus grace” is a contradiction in terms. Far from
being missing from the Law, grace originates there. Grace is the unmerited
favor of God found in his gift of salvation from hell. God gave us a
substitute sacrifice for our lives in the Law He gave to Moses. The Law is
maligned in the church, but instead of running away from it as we do, we
should cling to it. We can be comforted by the fact that Jesus said that the
Law will remain in effect “till heaven and earth pass” (Matthew 3:18).?

! Capitalization of the word “law™ is used to denote the entire
Law God gave to Moses, the first five books of the Bible, also known as
the Pentateuch or Torah. The Law has two aspects: prosecution and
defense. The first aspect, which we will call “Part One,” is a set of moral
and other codes applying to thought and action. Humans are inherently
incapable of adhering to Part One, yet breaking any code is punishable by
eternal separation from God, ending in “outer darkness.” Thus all humans
are indicted by it. The second aspect of the Law, or “Part Two,” rescues
humans from the prosecution in Part One, offering defense they can keep
casily. Part Two gives them the right to offer the death of a lamb or other
substitute as payment for human sin. Enactment of Part Two gains God’s
forgiveness for all sin, reconciliation with Him, and eternal life in heaven.

ZAll quotes are from the King James Bible, standard edition.
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10 Grace in the Law

What is grace?

Grace is God’s gift of the payment that saves humans from hell. What
most of today’s Christians do not realize is that this gift is spelled out in a
contract within the Law; it is God’s written offer of unearned mercy. The
contract is essential because without it, humans would be in a terrible bind.
The truth underlying all religions is that the slightest human imperfection,
i.e., sin, results in separation from God, i.e., spiritual death, leading to
eternal darkness. Eternity in darkness is the penalty (consequence, or price)
for any tiny departure from purity. The price for sin is death. Only spiritual
death, which follows death of the body, pays the price.’

The problem is that whereas God is pure, holy* and undefiled, humans
are the very opposite. We are impure, unholy and defiled. What is more,
we cannot attain purity through our own efforts. In other words, there is no
way humans can hit the mark one hundred percent of the time to avoid both
sin and its terrible eternal penalty. Left to their own devices, humans would
be headed for hell, and we know this subconsciously. Only if we can
somehow connect with God can we escape the horrible fate that awaits us.

The good news is that God has remedied the situation at great cost to
Himself. Grace, found only in the Law, is God’s commitment to accept—and
eventually provide at huge expense--the death of a substitute for human
sinners, a death that pays the penalty humans deserve. Humans are saved
from eternal damnation and reconciled to God forever if they take Him up
on His provision of a proxy payment. God says (Lev 17:11):

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you
upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls, for it is the
blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”

Scripture

It is no trivial matter that, for present purposes, “Scripture” refers to
what Jesus and Paul mean by the term, which is different from what most
contemporary Christians mean. When Jesus refers to “Scripture” (Luke
4:21), it is the “law and the prophets” (Matthew 7:12), in what we now call

Sf you find these footnotes irritating or cumbersome, you can
skip them without missing the message of this book.

¢ “Holy™ means “separated.” Once a person gains salvation,
they are no longer separated from God, but separated to Him, as sheep in a
flock. Within that flock, however, they continue to be dumb and errant.
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the Old Testament. The Law Jesus often quotes is the Pentateuch, the same
as Judaism’s Torah, the first five books of the Bible containing the Law
God gave to Moses. The “prophets™ are the prophecies found throughout
the Old Testament, from Genesis on. If the Old Testament were irrelevant
for Christians, why did Jesus quote from it so very often?

Paul’s epistles are based on the Old Testament. Nowhere does he
express the intention that his writings take pre-eminence over the Law and
the prophets. This is supported by Luke’s commendation of the Berean
Jews who daily checked Paul’s claims against Scripture, implying that
Scripture is something other than the teachings of Paul (Acts 17:11). The
tragedy is that most Christians think “Scripture” is merely the New
Testament.® The church has left its foundation: the Law. This has led to a
major heresy: perfectionism. Humans are as easily caught by it now as they
were in the Garden of Eden when Satan said: “...ye shall be as gods;
knowing good and evil” (Gen 3:5) and “ye shall not surely die...” (Gen 3:4).

Grace versus the heretical doctrine of perfection

Can it really be true that the Christian church is thoroughly infected
with the pervasive heresy of perfectionism? Indeed, this is so. As the chart
on page 14 shows, this doctrine has two branches: on the right is merciless

SIf “Scripture” is the Word of God through the mouth of man, it
must consist of all segments of the Bible where the words are directly from
God. This would Aave 1o include the Old Testament, the core of which is
the Law. Jesus Christ was careful to point to the authority of Old
Testament Scripture, “the law and the prophets™ (Matthew 22:40). This
was His creation as the Word of God; “all things were made by him” (John
1:3). Paul also referred to the prophecies about Christ in the “holy
Scriptures” (Romans 1:2).

In his book. The Law and the Gospel (P and R publishers of
Phillipsburg, New Jersey, 1996), Ernest C. Reisinger mentions Dr.
Zachaeus Ersinius’ statement in the Heidelberg Catechism that Scripture
should include only the Old Testament and the four gospels. However, Ti
Peter 3:16 refers to the epistles of Paul as Scriptures, the position of
modern Christendom. Whatever the truth here, a thorough grounding in
the Law and prophets is essential for a true vision of Christ as the sinjess,
atoning Lamb of God. No human other than Jesus ever kept the Law;
Christ alone is qualified to be the holy lamb of God. So God mercifully
made provisions for man’s constant law-breaking through the laws of
blood sacrifice. OT believers who observed these laws were forgiven,
saved on credit, before the eventual payment made by Christ that replaced
the animal sacrifice system.
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legalism, or law with no grace; and on the left is liberalism, or
antinomianism:® grace with no law. The first epistle of John was written to
repudiate perfectionism, yet this heresy continues to plague Christianity
even today.” Few people realize they are caught up in it.

Other heresies have entered the picture to shore up perfectionism. Two
major ones are dispensationalism and non-belief in hell, accomplices in a
gang trying to undermine the warning and assurance to be had from the
Word of Ged.

There is nothing unusual about a law without grace, or condemnation
without mercy. As we stated earlier, all religions have a law that says sin,?
or falling short of perfection, separates humans from the deity, destining
them for some form of eternal or recurring punishment. This is a universal,
immutable law, central to the Bible, the Koran, traditional Buddhism,
Hinduism, and on and on. The very universality of the sin=death/hell
equation® says it is inborn, inherent in the human psyche. The stated goal of
all religions is to bridge this gap. They all aspire to reconcile humans to the
deity and end the state of spiritual separation with its black eternal
consequence.

Where the Bible departs from all those false teachings and religions is
this: it is the only place where humans are offered grace, or mercy, attached
to this universal law. In other words, all religious doctrines except God’s

SThe terms “left” and “‘right” wing are not used in a political
sense in this book. They are used to denote perfectionist deviations from
the doctrine of grace. By the way, “liberalism™ is a misnomer; superficial
tolerance masks the kiss of spiritual death and hell.

A 1997 book by Bruce Bawer called Stealing Jesus: How
Fundamentalism Betrays Christianity, Three Rivers Press, points out this
schism in the Christian church. However, the writer makes the mistake of
not affirming that grace is found in the Law.

8The Hebrew word for sin is “hattath,™ a term taken from

archery. literally meaning “to miss the mark.” or *“fall short.” The term
goes beyond moral judgment into every facet of human existence.

*The expression “'sin=death’hell equation™ is used to refer to the
indictment in Part One of the Law. This indictment is printed on the
human psyche and is the root cause of existential guilt, the inborn sense of
deserving eternal punishment.
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truth have a perfectionist law that only damns. However, *Christian™
versions of perfectionism keep many in the church blind to this. Says
Moses, anticipating the right and left wing heresies (Deuteronomy 35:32):

“Ye shall observe to do therefore as the Lord your God
commanded you; ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the
feft.”

On the right: merciless legalism

Right wing perfectionism has no mercy. It says: we ‘re under the Law,
we must comply with it perfectly to escape eternal punishment, and we can
do it if we try hard enough. 1t tells humans the lie that they can bridge the
gap and reach sinlessness through their own efforts. This is a totally
impossible and futile quest. Only God can do this.

Some religions try to hang on to the hope of reincarnation because they
are aware that such cleansing by ordinary humans is unobtainable in one
lifetime. Where are those fabled perfect souls in their final incarnation?
Not to be found in this world. The problem is that human performance will
always fall short of perfection.

On the left: liberalism/antinomianism

The left wing of the doctrine of perfection also has no mercy. It deceives
humans they are already perfect. They do not need mercy, nor should they
strive to become pure. The issue is to recognize the deity inside themselves.
Their imperfection is only an illusion; so is the moral code with which they
function. Therefore, they are as gods, certainly not under any law.

“Liberalism” comes from the Latin word liber meaning “free.” The
liberal movement in the Protestant church advocates a broad interpretation
of the Bible with freedom from rigid doctrine and authoritarianism.

“Antinomianism” comes from the Greek word antinomia derived from
“anti” which means “against,” and “nomos™ which means “law,” so it
literally means ““against law.”

Much of today’s Christian church rejects the notion of being under any
kind of law but claims to be under grace, not realizing the contradiction in
this position. Liberalism/antinomianism in the church says: we ‘re not
under the law, we 're under grace now. However, there is no need for grace
without the Law. It is a silly idea that you can have grace outside of the Law
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Chart showing the 2 doctrines: perfection versus grace
The two basic belief structures that offer to remedy the fact that sin, or

imperfection, separates humans from God, and that there is a terrible

eternal consequence for this separation. Only the doctrine of grace delivers.

Doctrine of perfection Doctrine of grace
“Thou shalt be as gods” Forgiven sinners
The lie, in many forms The truth, in only one form
Human perfection is possible Imputed human perfection via
Christ
Either judgment with no mercy God-given Law containing
or denial of law judgment and mercy
No closure, deepens existential Provides closure, frees from
guilt, bad news existential guilt, good news
Underlies all existential belief Only to be found in the Bible

systems outside the Bible

Offers only massive psychological Offers humans the right to claim
defense, appeals to pride the perfection of Christ as
| their defense
Perfectionism has two branches
|
| \

Antinomian left wing Merciless right wing

Secular humanism Most non-Christian “fundamentaiism”
Liberal Christianity Merciless Christian fund. and counseling
Zen, New Age Performance-based
Liberalism; no law Merciless legalism; law with no mercy
No judgment Judgment without mercy
“You are perfect now, “You can attain sinlessness in
just recognize the fact”  your own strength”
Defense mechanisms= 2 types of “pseudo-atonement” defense employed

very deep, repression, |
dissociation, etc. |

| |
good deeds suffering

pious rituals self-punishment
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unless, that is, you ignore the most profound aspect of grace: the God-given
undeserved rescue from eternal damnation.!”

An unbiased reading of the entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation,
reveals a consistent theme, one merciful Law. On the one hand, this Law
indicts all humans as sinners destined for a lake of fire. On the other, it
offers grace, i.e., freedom from indictment in the form of a God-given
reprieve from eternal punishment for faw-breaking. The bad news can be
canceled out by the good news, i.e., the gospel." Grace is irrelevant without
the Law. Who needs a pardon if there is no sentence? If you abolish the
Law, you also abolish any need for grace. The truth is that the antinomian
position denies the essentialness of Christ.'? So does merciless legalism.

' There are various definitions of grace in Webster's dictionary,
some thcological and some non-theological. The ones of interest at present
are the theological ones. The most profound theological meaning of grace
is the first definition given in Webster: “unmerited love and favor of God
toward mankind.” The most important sense of that unmerited favor
operates on the etcrnal level. 1t is the gift ol salvation from hell. Other
theological meanings of grace concern worldly gifts from God to man only
affecting this lifetime. This would include the gift of virtue, or help. or
some special favor. However. this theological conclusion is not supported
in the writings from which it is extracted. [t is at best speculative. possibly
derived from the episode where Paul asks to have his thorn in the [lesh
removed and God says: “My grace is sufficient unto thee™ (2 Corinthians
12:9). Theologians may have mistakenly devcloped this “grace™ as a
special anointing to allow Paul to withstand the buffeting of Satan.
However, it is evident from a comprehensive reading of Paul’s [ctters that
he was dealing with sin, probably sexual lust and coveting. Only in this
context does the true meaning of “grace™ make sense. This conclusion is
supported by Paul’s recognition that this thorn was meant to keep him
humble and from exalting himself above others.

" The word “gospel,” translated from the Greek word
euaggelion from which we get the word “evangelize.” means good news.

12 Regarding Webster 's New World Dictionary, Third College
Edition (1988). New York: Simon and Schuster. This dictionary has a
very misleading but common definition of antinomianism, calling it belief
“in the Christian doctrine that faith alone, not obedience to the moral law,
is necessary for salvation,” At first pass that does not sound like heresy.
But faith in what? fust a vague sort of faith in a loving God? Or faith in
something very specific? It has to be the latter: faith in the action taken by
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from merciless {egalism to antinomianism. This is wrong. God made onc
basic covenant that has not changed from the beginning. It is expressed
from the beginning of the Old Testament and fulfilled in Christ.

Related heresies: 2. the disappearance of hell

Nearly all denominations in the left wing and many from the right
subscribe to a fourth heretical belief that shores up perfectionism. They say
there is no place of torment awaiting on the other side of death. The modern
Christian church has managed to do away with the very idea of hell. In fact.
the church increasingly denies that God performs any sort of punishment in
either this world or the next.

If there is no hell, particularly one that lasts forever, who needs a God-
given rescue? Nobody. Right wingers say: Jesus came ta save us_from
committing sins in our present life. Left wingers say: Jesus came fo help us
see how good we are. Both say: Everyone knows the idea of hell is obsolete.

To be sure, we humans are rotten to the core, and some of our corruption
does disappear after salvation, but that is not why Christ came in the flesh,
And He certainly did not come to show us how good we are. He came to die
for us, to be the essential blood atonement in our place. The human race
would be damned eternally if it were not for the vhed blood of Christ.

Two parts to the LLaw
Few Christians are aware that the Law has always had two very distinct
parts, or functions. For present purposes, let us call these Part One and Part
Two, or condemnation and mercy, prosecution and defense. These do nor
correspond to the Old and New Testaments, but run side-by-side all the way
through the Bible. The distinction between Parts One and Two is very, very
important.

Part One of the Law: defining sin and punishment

Part One of the Law is an all-encompassing focus on man’s relations
with God and other men. It is a code of behavior and emotion that at best
can only be partially executed by humans. Part One shows us what sin is: it
will be in effect “till heaven and carth pass™ (Matthew 5:18).

" The word “hell” here is translated from Gehenna in the
Hebrew: the place of endless burning. the lake of fire. In some other
places in the Bible, “hell™ is translated from the Greek Hades or the
Hebrew Sheol which are temporary places for the dead that exist until
Judgment Day.










Introduction 21

the impression the God of the Bible is this way. But He is not. He offers
mercy in the Law. Mind you, anyone who rejects His mercy is in big
trouble.

What we call *“Part Two” of the Law is the easy part for humans. God
offers mercy in the substitutionary blood atonement covenant. The good
news is that the Law has always given humans a way out of eternal
damnation. It states that God will accept a blood sacrifice as payment of the
penalty for human sin. Part Two speaks of Christ, God in human form, who
made the essential blood payment Himself. To paraphrase the message of
Part Two, God tells us:

Since you can’t do everything perfectly, I will give you a way out. Only
death pays the penalty, but I will accept the shed blood of a substitute in
your place. Not only that, 1 will provide the blood so you are free to claim
it. You, yourself, have nothing you can offer to escape eternal darkness.
The pavment must come from One who is pure and sinless. To pay for
infinite amounts of sin, the blood must be infinite. Therefore, it must be my
own blood However, I will allow the blood of sheep and other clean
animals to take my place until I send a form of myself io die for you. This
substitute death is your only hope and it is a gift. I( is yours; all you need
do is claim it. Although you still face physical death as part of the cursed
Creation, you are spiritually connected to me when you come under the
cover of that blood. You will escape eternal punishment and have a bodily
resurrection, never facing death again. Moreover, | command you to claim
this gifl of salvation because I love you. '®

Proof of God’s love

What better proof is there of God’s love for humans than that He went to
such a great length to save us and that He commands us to be saved? As
corrupt as we humans are, God wants us to be with Him forever. Love must
be the reason because He certainly does not need us. The pinnacle of His
love is provision of the ransom that buys us back from death into life.

The good news

God worked within the sin=death/hell equation to rescue humans. He
has committed Himself in the Law to forgive sin when humans approach
Him offering the biood of a slain substitute for the sinner (e.g. Leviticus

' God commands the Israelites to observe the annual Day of
Atonement and to keep the statutes regarding payment lor sin (Exodus 30).
He wants us to be justified, to have eternal life in heaven.



22 Grace in the Law

4:20; 17:11). Humans can be saved through the substitutionary blood
atonement covenant. God provides numerous references throughout
Scripture--some more veiled than others--to a sacrifice He himself will
provide (Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 53). This enables us to recognize Christ as the
final blood sacrifice, the payment for all human sin. The good news, or
gospel, is the announcement of the physical arrival of God’s gift of that total
payment. He sent a form of Himself to pay the penalty for human sin,
allowing His errant children to claim the death of sinless Christ and gain
perfection by proxy.

This is our only hope. All the other doctrines are perfectionist. They tell
humans to do something that is impossible for them. There is no way out
unless we come under the imputed purity of Christ,'” God in human form.

If ] reject the Law, | lose the pardon. The pardon is in the Mosaic Law
and the Law stands. This grace-filled Law is repeated throughout the Bibte.
Mercy is the most important and essential aspect of the Law. Part Two
defends us against all the prosecution in Part One, providing a way to get
out of separation from God.

Reconciliation with God through the blood sacrifice gives us the
thrilling prospect of eternal life in heaven instead of eternal torment in hell,
There will be life in a new body that will never die, and we can be sure
eternity will not be boring. As for the rest of our days in this fallen world,
there will be fellowship with One who forgives, comforts, supports and
fights for us. Peace of mind and true psychological integrity come out of the
assurance of eternal life in a wonderful state in place of a terrible one.

Ease of obtaining forgiveness

God made it easy for humans to be saved. The act of being sprinkled by
the priest with the shed blood of a sacrificed substitute for the sinner in Old
Testament times was itself do-able and straightforward. The same rule that
God gave to Moses applies now. The difference is that now the acceptable
payment is the blood of Christ. This is certainly easier than continual
physical payments of lambs from the sinner’s own flock, which were a form
of credit awaiting Christ. There is no way any human has ever kept Part

17 “Imputed” perfection means God commits himself to look at

humans as if they were as perfect as Christ.
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One of the Law. Not so with Part Two. It is a breeze: claim the blood of
Christ and be forgiven for law-breaking.

Our depraved nature requires that we continually wash in that blood.
God’s Word highlights our unending corruption through the commandment
for all Israel to observe the annual Day of Atonement, the occasion on which
He forgave all sins for the past year (Leviticus 16). Nobody was/is exempt.
Even the most pure human is inherently corrupt, under indictment for sin,
facing the hell penalty outside of the God-given means of atonement,

Summary of Parts One and Two of the Law

The Law has, then, two parts. What we call Part One defines sin and
condemns all who fall short to eternal damnation; Part Two defines a God-
given do-able way to pay for sin without going to hell. Part One condemns
humans, Part Two frees them from condemnation.

Part One is not optional; all humans are under it whether they like it or
not. QOutside of knowing and claiming Christ, humans are stuck, born with
Part One clearly in their hearts but only having inklings of Part Two. God
has put humans in the position of having to go to Him for mercy, and for
information about it. This makes sense:; only the One who wrote the Law
can offer mercy. He wants us to turn to Him.

Humans need to digest the fact that the Law is ultimately not about
prosecution but about defense.

It’s unfair, so unfair: the difference between justice and mercy

Many think it unfair for humans to suffer. They revolt against the
concept of a punishing God. So let us consider the natural opposition
between justice and mercy. Justice is the administration of the Law. God
would not be just if he did not uphold the Law. And He would not be
upholding the Law if he let us off the hook without payment. Since we
cannot pay and escape hell, God has been merciful. He gave us Christ as
our payment. We got the mercy; he got death, our punishment.”” He was
willing to suffer the w/timate injustice on our behalf. That knowledge ought
to make us stop whining about all the injustices we might suffer in this
world.

*® This is not. however. a license 1o sin. To think that way
means a person has not grasped the essence of grace.

' In some way He must also have suffered eternal punishment
in place of'us. The burnt offering is a picture of Christ suffering in hell.
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The prophet Isaiah talks of Christ as deliverer of both justice and mercy.
Isaiah 63 pictures His return in vengeance; Isaiah 53 describes I1im as the
suffering servant brought as a lamb to the slaughter. As both judge and
savior He is the embodiment of both parts of the Law. In other words,
Christ is mercy, or grace, in the Law.

The irony: the law of Paul
There is a huge irony in the fact that many of the very same

“Christians” who claim they are under grace and not under the Law make
yet another error. With fractured minds, they say out of one side of their
mouths that they are not under the Law. Out of the other side they
unwittingly become merciless legalists in bondage to the “law of Paul.”*
They obsess about things Paul tells his audience to do, as if accomplishment
of such acts is essential to salvation. What is more, they are strangely blind
to Paul’s teachings that point out justification by faith in the blood of Christ.

The “law of Paul,” as found in his epistles, particularly the one to the
Ephesians, pulls commandments out of Part One of the Law God gave to
Moses and adds a few more. It forbids stealing. lying, bearing false witness
and drunkenness. Wives are commanded to submit to husbands, husbands
to love wives, women are to keep silent in the church, and on, and on.

However, the “law of Paul” is no more possible to keep than Part One of
the Law God gave to Moses. Nevertheless, today’s Christians delude
themselves that they keep this “new law.” This is insanity. The very same
people who say they are under grace and no longer under the Law
unconsciously put themselves under another law in which they see no mercy.
They do the following: |. reject the Old Testament as merciless when it
very clearly offers mercy, 2. pick and choose among verses in the New
Testament, and 3. fail to perceive the God-given payment for sin. Going
ever deeper into merciless legalism, they are suffocated by their own guilt.

Psychological defenses and pseudo-atenement

A psychological defense is a subterfuge of a mind that strives to remain
unconscious of truths that are too painful to face. The trap of perfectionism
is accompanied by massive use of defense mechanisms. Many so-called
Christians flee into these self-deceits instead of the arms of Christ. In the
attempt to avoid guilt, they run from the inner knowledge of being eternally
damned as sinners. On the surface of consciousness, they delude themselves

2% More on this in Chapter Six.
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that they are either under no law whatsoever (antinomianism), or that they
are keeping the law perfectly (perfectionism). Many of their defenses are
what we call “pseudo-atonement,” i.e., the goal is to reconcile with God by
1. good works and pious rituals, or 2. suffering and self-punishment. When
stress eventually makes the defense structure collapse, the person will suffer
some debilitating form of psychiatric and/or physical illness...yet this may be
the necessary brokenness that opens them to the grace in the Law.

Plan of the book

Let us put the head back on the body. Then the truth will be clear. The
idea that we re not under the law, we 're under grace is nonsense and must
be seen as such. The bread of assurance in Christ lies in the Old Testament.
This book shows that grace, i.e., the unearned provision of mercy from God,
is right smack-dab in the center of the Law. In fact, the Law is the only
place to find mercy, Let’s ring the bell loud and clear that the Bible has one
message from start to end. The God of the Bible is nothing if not consistent.
He wants His children to have full assurance of His gift: the saving blood of
Christ that pays the penalty for all human sin.

The following chapters throw out several heresies that impede our view
of this truth. The task is as follows: first. we dispense with
dispensationalism (Chapter 1). Next, we look at the danger of the “no hell”
heresy. There is plenty of evidence for the existence of eternal damnation
(Chapter 2). Then we explore the psychological ramifications of both
branches of perfectionism: how they operate on the human psyche, and
what kinds of personality dysfunction they lead to. We pay particular
attention to “pseudo-atonement” as a defense mechanism (Chapter 3).

These phenomena are of little concern, however, in the grand scheme of
things. Nothing compares to the all-important eternal consequence of
heresy: spending eternity in the ugly place.

The following three chapters are an investigation of ways in which the
Bible has been misunderstood and misused by perfectionists of both left and
right persuasions. First we discredit the right wing merciless view of the
Old Testament (Chapter 4 ). We will clearly see grace in the Law. Then we
straighten out some of the perfectionist contortions of the New Testament
(Chapters 5 and 6).

Now that these are out of the way we are free to see the beauty of the
grace-filled Law for today (Chapter 7). The last chapter (Chapter 8) sings
about God’s promises in the Law that enable us to build assurance of the gift
of salvation.



